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PM’s Chinese New Year Garden Party
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The Prime Minister's Chinese New Year Garden Party was held on
Sunday, 12 February 2017 at the Gardens by The Bay.

TRC’s President, Mr V Pandiyan was invited to attend the event
together with many other community leaders from the various
community organisations. The event held annually serves as an
opportunity for the community leaders to meet up with the many
Government leaders and give feedback. More than 1,500 people from
community organisations and grassroots organisations came together
and were joined by a number of Ministers and Members of Parliament.
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PA Corporate Members Networking cum

Focus Group Discussion

PA Corporate Members Networking cum Focus Group Discussion
was held on 24 Febuary 2017 at PA HQ. The discussion was on how
the various Ethnic & Cultural Groups could work with PA on
formulating plans and activities towards SG100 and to create a Great
Home and a Caring Community. TRC was represented by Mr V
Pandiyan, Mr S Tharmaraj and Mr S Gunasegaran.
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Sorpor 2017

Sorpor (National Tamil Debates for Primary Schools) is currently
underway. 18 Schools had registered to participate this year.
Participants underwent 2 training sessions on 11 February 2017 and
18 March 2017 to help them better prepare for the debates.

This year’s format included 2 preliminary rounds where the 18 teams
debated twice and a panel of 5 Judges then selected the best 8 teams
to qualify for the quarter-finals. Teachers welcomed the new format as
it gave the students more opportunities to show their debating skills.

The preliminary rounds were held on 25 February 2017 and 11 March
2017, while the Quarter-Finals were held on 25 March 2017. The

Semi-Finals were held on Saturday, 8 April 2017 at 2.00 pm in MDIS

Auditorium.

SORPOR 2017 GRAND FINAL

The Grand Final between Marymount Convent School and Concord
Primary School will be held on Sunday, 23 April 2017 at 5.30 pm at
the new MediaCorp Studio at 1 Stars Avenue, Singapore 138507.
Members and Public who wish to witness the Finals live are invited to
register at http://www.trc.org.sg/sorpor2017reservation.
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52nd National Day Dinner Celebrations
TRC will be organising its annual National Day Dinner Celebrations
on 26 August 2017. Members will be notified soon of the details.

Members may call us or email us to register their intention to
participate and reserve tables.
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Post Budget Feedback Session 2017

TRC together with People’s Association’s Integration Division
conducted a Post-Budget 2017 Dialogue with Indian Grassroots
Leaders and Indian Organisations in an effort to engage
Singaporeans on national issues.

TRC partnered Narpani Pearavai in organising this event for the 2™
year. This was held on Thursday, 9 March 2017 from 7.00 pm to 9.00
pm at the Management Development Institute of Singapore, 501
Stirling Road, Singapore 148951.

Dr Janil Puthucheary, Minister of State, Ministry of Communications
and Information & Ministry of Education and Adviser to Narpani
Pearavai was the GOH for the event.

Some 200 community leaders and representatives attended the event
and engaged Minister in giving their feedback on this year's budget
and also suggestions on other areas that the Government could look
into.
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Re-launch of TRC Website: www.trc.org.sg
We have revamped our website to be more intuitive and to keep up
with the latest online trends.

The website will provide members latest information, online
registrations, downloadable forms and documents, online payments
etc. You may also view the contents in English and Tamil.

Please visit our website to provide your feedback and suggestions on
how we can imi rove further.
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2nd World Tamil Writers Conference

The 1t conference was organised in 2011 by the Singapore Tamil
Writers Association. The next conference is scheduled to be held in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu from 9-11 June 2017.

Members who wish to participate as delegates are invited to register
at www.wtwe2.com. As arrangements are being made for Singapore
delegates to travel as a group, you are also invited to register with us
once you have submitted your registration for the conference.

For more details please contact Mr Pandiyan at HP No. 91848123.
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TRC Affiliates Meeting
The first meeting with Affiliates was held on 29 March 2017 in SINDA.
42 representatives from 16 organizations attended the meeting.

During the meeting, TRC President introduced the new Council
members and reiterated TRC’'s support to the Affiliates on
administration, resources and limited funding for their activities. He
also explained some of the targets that the TRC Management Council
had set itself for the next 2 years. This included increasing Life
Membership to 500, Affiliates membership to 40 and raising TRC’s
funds to $1.5 million.

Delegates were also given presentations on the availability of funding
resources from the National Arts Council, Lee Kuan Yew Bilingual
Fund, Productivity & Innovation Credit Schemes and venue support
from the National Library Board.

Delegates welcomed the agenda which was beneficial to them and
looked forward to more collaborations with TRC.
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Suvadugal - Tamil Heritage Series

The Evolution of Spoken Tamil in Singapore

As part of its 65th anniversary celebrations, TRC collaborated with the
National Library, Singapore to hold a Tamil Heritage Series to explore
the rich heritage of Singapore Indians. The third edition of the series
focused on the evolvement of the spoken Tamil in Singapore. This
was held on 4 March at the National Library Building. Mr V Palanisamy
from Tamil Murasu and Mr Arun Vasudev Krishnan, a NTU student
shared their observations and insights. The programme was
moderated by Dr S Jegathesan.

The 3 editions helped to create interest in this subject among the
younger generation and to also promote NLB'’s resources such as the
Tamil Digital Heritage.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events for 2017

Date / Time Event Venue ‘
23 Apr, Sun . .
5.30 pm Sorpor 2017 — Grand Finals MediaCorp
Tamil Murasu Futsal Tournament =~ PUB
2 Jul, Sun @ for S Chandra Das Challenge Recreation
Trophy Club
9 Jul, Sun Annual General Meeting TBC
15 Jul, Sat = Forum - Gearing for the Future TBC
e .
26 Aug, Sat 52 Natlonal Day Celebration TBC
cum Dinner
5 Nov, Sun Deepavali Lunch with Affiliates, TBC

Partners & Volunteers

# TBC — Venue to be confirmed
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JOIN AS A VOLUNTEER
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Tamils Representative Council
101 Balestier Road
Singapore 329678

info@trc.org.sg
+65 6391 4516
Www.trc.org.sg

/TamilsRepresentativeCouncil



